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Site location within Newport Harbour Masterplan area

Site location

1.1 INTRODUCTION

The IOW Council have requested an initial Vision Study be 
prepared for a new Cultural and Archive Centre, on Newport 
Harbour Quayside.

A Masterplan for the area identified the potential site, where the 
current Riverside Centre is located.

The Masterplan put forward two options, an extension of the 
existing Riverside Centre or a new larger building.

The option proposed in this study is for a new building, with 
potential uses identified by various stakeholders. The council is 
committed to working with key stakeholders, to ensure any new 
facility would enhance existing organisations and the offer for the 
community.

This study will lead to consideration of a Feasibility Study, where 
a ‘brief’ for the building will be determined, along with due 
diligence to test the proposed Vision.

Designs within this document are indicative concepts at this 
stage and will be subject to change, with further understanding 
of the site, the brief and the requirement.

Indicative site area

Newport Harbour 
Masterplan area

Indicative site area
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02 Site context
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Illustrative Key Views 
Movement linked by 
New Public Realm 
The structuring of the masterplan around 
existing building and uses with new buildings, 
underpinned by the movement strategy and 
a stronger mix is reinforced by a series of new 
public spaces retaining and opening up views. 

4 1 

Dolphin Square View down Quay Street 
The proposal for the space by the lock bridge and the underpass (both 
sides) on the east side includes a new café or restaurant to activate the 
waterfront and also signal that there is something exciting beyond. 

Bridge End Square 
A new square in front of the industrial buildings retained and at the 
landing point of the bridge crossing with good connections to the car park 
and which is flexible could have performances / markets. 

5 2 

4 5 Seaclose Lane 
A new pedestrian route and better connections into the Park and for the 
cemetery with improvements to the cemetery boundary and enhancing 
the park sports amenities and play area. 

Dolphin Square View north under Medina Way 
Traffic will be restricted in this area to help make it feel like a place where 
people can enjoy being by the river and feel safe at night. 

3 

3 

2 

Riverside Place 
The space in front of the Riverside Centre site which is more open, is also 
an important space to appreciate the river and make visual connections to 
the cemetery, to the west and back to the town. Dry storage of boats will 
no longer take place here. 

1 

Figure 34. Linked Public Realm 

44 Newport Harbour Masterplan IOW 

 

Illustrative key views of new public realm (Source: Kay Elliot, Newport Harbour Masterplan Report 2021)
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Proposed Site Plan 
Newport Harbour 
Estate Overlay 

The approach to assessing the timeframes 
and phasing has considered ownership and 
the availability of plots also as part of the risk 
mitigation strategy. 

Seaclose Park 

MSCP 

E6-A & B 
S1 Existing Parking 

W2 E8-A & B AREA UNDER REVIEW 
see page 38 LEGEND 

Hotel / Accommodation 
New Park 

S2-A 

E5-A & B S5-A 

PR3 E7 E4 S4-A 

Commercial Employment 
/ Creative Industries 
Residential 

E7 

Sports field 
realigned Play PR2 S3-A 

PR4 

Service Station E3-B 

Harbour Master Building Cemetery 

Civic/ Cultural W1-B 

E2-B 

HE Allotments 

Community Use / Healthcare 
PR1 

Retail / Food E9 

Public Realm Improvements Traffic control 
SH1 E1-A & C 

Harbour mooring / pontoons PR1 

SH2 

Residential with permission SH3-A & B 

Newport Harbour demise 
County Hall 

Figure 36 Proposed Site Plan 
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Proposed site plan (Source: Kay Elliot, Newport Harbour Masterplan Report 2021)

2.1 NEWPORT HARBOUR MASTERPLAN

This study is based on the Newport Harbour Masterplan, and 
reflects some of the constraints and opportunities identified in 
that work.
Although identified as a ‘later’ stage within the Masterplan, it is 
intended to promote a new Cultural and Archive Centre as an initial 
part of regenerating the area.
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2.2 EXISTING SITE 

It is important to find the right solution for new 
accommodation for users and occupiers of the 
Riverside Centre. The site has a prominent position 
within Newport Harbour and would be highly visible 
from main routes into Newport.

An initial analysis of the site shows there are 
constraints identified and opportunities.

Existing site plan
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2.3 SITE ANALYSIS 

Site access

Site vehicular access
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2.4 SITE PHOTOGRAPHS
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03 Design concept
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3.1 STAKEHOLDER BRIEF
In order to determine potential uses that might be incorporated 
into a new centre, a workshop was held to discuss the project. 
A questionnaire was completed by stakeholders, identifying the 
uses and quantum of space that could be incorporated into a new 
centre.

In order to determine ‘space requirements,’ a moderated average 
floor area, requested by stakeholders, for each use, was used.

In addition to the type and size of space identified by 
stakeholders, the ‘brief’ will evolve at a Feasibility stage, with 
ongoing input from key stakeholders, such as the Riverside Centre 
and Quay Arts. 

From discussions, there are potentially many uses that could be 
incorporated into a new centre, which will need consideration 
moving forward, particularly during the Feasibility Stage.
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SPACE LEVEL SIZE (sqm)

Studio Space 1 Ground Floor 100

Studio Space 2 Ground Floor 66

Studio Space 3 Ground Floor 65

Studio Space 4 Ground Floor 50

Gallery 1 Ground Floor 200

Exhibition Hall 1 Ground Floor 400

Exhibition Hall 2 Ground Floor 200

Library / Reading Room / 
Meeting & Gallery Space

Ground Floor 1,164

Restaurant Upper 1 200

Bar Upper 1 150

Cafe Upper 1 150

National Archive Storage Upper 1 450

National Archive Access/Admin Upper 1 140

Classroom 1 Upper 1 100

Classroom 2 Upper 1 100

Theatre 1 Upper 2 400

Theatre 2 Upper 2 200

NET AREA 4,135

Entrance Hall & Foyer 1,000

Circulation, Plant & Storage 1,000

TOTAL GIA 6,135
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3.2 SITE CONCEPT

Concept plan
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3.3 PRECEDENT IMAGES
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3.4 PROPOSED SITE PLAN

Arrival 
Square

‘Art’ 
Square

Open Air 
Theatre

Street 
Food 

Piazza ‘Park’

Cafe / 
Dining

Proposed site plan
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SPACE LEVEL SIZE (sqm)

Studio Space 1 Ground Floor 100

Studio Space 2 Ground Floor 55

Studio Space 3 Ground Floor 65

Studio Space 4 Ground Floor 65

Gallery 1 Ground Floor 250

Exhibition Hall 1 Ground Floor 400

Exhibition Hall 2 Ground Floor 190

Library / Reading Room / 
Meeting & Gallery Space

Ground Floor 1,160
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TOTAL GIA 7,233
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3.6 HARBOUR ELEVATION
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3.7 ARTISTS ILLUSTRATION - DAYLIGHT
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